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The Board of Directors has voted to 

cancel the June membership 

meeting and luncheon due to the  

uncertainties of the  

Covid-19 pandemic.   

We hope to restart in September 
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We hope that all of our ARAS members are staying safe and healthy during this 
difficult time.  
 
 

Please follow the guidelines for Covid-19  
 

and stay healthy! 
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Because of the wealth of talent and interesting lives led by our very diverse membership, we continue our 
series of stories focusing on the lives of our members. It is our hope to eventually cover every member. 
 

 

“Amicus Personae” – Nancy Hoffman 
Member of The Association of Retired Attorneys of Sarasota 

 

It started at the dinner table where Nancy’s dad, part owner of a small indoor/outdoor furniture factory on Long 

Island, talked about his company’s struggles with a large, strong AFL-CIO affiliated Local union that represented 

his machinists and laborers and always seemed to “take a strike” in the year that the Company had been low-bidder 

for a large federal government contract to provide furniture for the likes of armed forces bases, embassies, and other 

federal sites.  Inevitably, the strike’s impact often cost the Company the ability to fulfill the contract.  Nancy was 

determined at an early age to do something to help Dad…..starting with attending the ILR School at Cornell 

University.  While she anticipated becoming a management labor lawyer, other competing factors such as the Civil 

Rights Movement, representing her high school at a Summer Camp Week sponsored by the National Conference of 

Christians and Jews (with Harry Belafonte as its spokesperson), being in college in “the sixties” and so on, served 

as competing interests to Nancy’s initial goal and clearly influenced the outcome:  a long, gratifying career in labor 

relations and employment law, primarily representing unions and their members, with  a smattering of opportunities 

to also represent management sufficient to round out Nancy’s perspective, her skill set, and her overall impact in the 

labor relations/employment law field in New York State. 

 

Prior to attending St. John’s University Law School, Nancy worked briefly as a high school history and economics 

teacher, an experience that informed much of her work later as an Associate Counsel for  NYSUT, the New York 

State affiliate of the AFT then led by the renowned Albert Shanker.  During law school, Nancy spent one summer 

as an intern at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York, during which time Rudy Giuliani 

was first coming to light for his white-collar crime work.  After law school, a year with the NYC Corporation 

Counsel’s Office (where Nancy worked under former Watergate attorney Evan Davis), led to just short of a decade 

as Associate Counsel with NYSUT in its NYC Office of General Counsel, then headed by this Association’s 

distinguished member, Jim Sandner.  Nancy will forever be grateful to Jim for his guidance and friendship, both of 

which served Nancy well when she herself became a Union General Counsel.  After NYSUT Nancy relocated from 

NYC to Albany, New York’s Capital, working initially for Attorney General Robert Abrams and, later, for 

Governor Mario Cuomo (Nancy’s former law school professor), overseeing the Fair Hearings system for New 

York’s panoply of state and federal government social services and benefits  

 

Timing often makes the difference and that is true for Nancy’s career.  Having worked in every level of 

government….federal, state, city and school district….Nancy was already in Albany when New York State’s then 

300,000 member union representing State, local government, municipal, and school district non-pedagogical 

employees and which had created an “in-house” Legal Department needed a General Counsel.  The rest, as “they” 

say, is history.  Nancy served for 23 years as General Counsel and Director of Legal Services for CSEA, Local 1000 

AFSCME, AFL-CIO.  In this position Nancy served not only to oversee the delivery of legal services to the 
membership which, over time, included private sector members as well; she also served as the Union’s 
representative in the Union’s collective bargaining and related labor relations with the Union’s own two 
staff unions.  In January 2012 Nancy entered a new phase of her career, serving as an Arbitrator and 
Mediator in both public and private sector cases.  Currently, in addition to serving on six closed panels, 
Nancy serves on the Labor Arbitrator panels for the American Arbitration Association, FMCS, the NYS 
Public Employment Relations Board, NYC’s Office of Collective Bargaining, and Cornell University’s 
Scheinman Institute for Conflict Resolution, of which Nancy is a founding Advisory Board member.  In 
Albany, Nancy also has been a Lemon Law arbitrator and a mediator on the Albany Police Civilian Review 
Mediation Panel. 
                                                                                                                                                            Continued on page 4 
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Legal Aid Report and Volunteer Form 

 

ARAS has donated funds to Legal Aid of Manasota for some years.  For any who are not familiar with our 

local Legal Aid, please visit its website: https://legalaidofmanasota.org.  And, keep up with Legal Aid 

through its postings on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/LegalAidofManasota/ and LinkedIn. 

(http://linkedin.com/company/legalaidofmanasota).   

 

In thanking ARAS for its ongoing support, Legal Aid sent us their Annual Report for 2019.   The report 

gives a good overview of service areas. 

https://legalaidofmanasota.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/lam20_annual-report_rv4.pdf 

 

We also know from ARAS members who work in the Emeritus Lawyer program that, following the Covid 

19 outbreak, Legal Aid is beginning to see an expected increased demand for their services.  In light of that 

need, the ARAS Board in 2020 decided to make its yearly contribution earlier than usual and authorized a 

$500 donation sent at the end of April.  Legal Aid has again thanked us for that support. 

 

As noted, ARAS has members who participate in Legal Aid’s Emeritus Lawyer Pro Bono Participation 

program.  Under this program, the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar allow lawyers who are inactive or 

retired from the Florida Bar, or recently from any other state, to provide pro bono legal services to Legal 

Aid clients.  For the complete qualifications and regulations, please link to the Rule  https://www-

media.floridabar.org/uploads/2019/09/Ch-12-from-2020_03-SEP-RRTFB-9-19-19.pdf   

If you are interested in volunteering for the program, a volunteer form is available at the Legal Aid website. 

For more information, you can contact current ARAS members Monica Cunningham or Leslie Curley who 

are Lawyers Emeriti for the program. 

 

Active in both the American Bar Association and the New York State Labor and Employment Law 
Sections, Nancy was a 1996 Inaugural Class inductee in the College of Labor and Employment Lawyers 
and served with the ABA Commissions on Women in the Profession and on Racial and Ethnic Diversity, 
among other positions.  Nancy was recipient of the American Arbitration Association Distinguished 
Service Award in Labor-Management Arbitration. Nancy has given her time and ideas as a member of 
several Albany community governing boards as well as to several advisory boards at Cornell University 
and at St. John’s University Law School.    

 

https://legalaidofmanasota.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LegalAidofManasota/
http://linkedin.com/company/legalaidofmanasota
https://legalaidofmanasota.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/lam20_annual-report_rv4.pdf
https://www-media.floridabar.org/uploads/2019/09/Ch-12-from-2020_03-SEP-RRTFB-9-19-19.pdf
https://www-media.floridabar.org/uploads/2019/09/Ch-12-from-2020_03-SEP-RRTFB-9-19-19.pdf


 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
If you have items of interest to the members, please forward them to 

Martin Fried at mlfried@syr.edu. 
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Ideas for Future Programs? 
 

 The Program Committee is always receptive to ideas for future programs. If 
any member has a topic or a speaker to suggest, please contact Dick Bruning at 
kayanddick66@gmail.com. 

 

The Fall Meeting Lineup 
 

We are planning to resume our monthly membership luncheons and programs in September. Our 
plans are predicated, of course, on the hoped-for departure of Covid-19 from our environment. 
Rest assured that although we miss everyone, ARAS will only resume our luncheons and 
programs when it is deemed safe to do so. 
 
The remaining 2020 programs are superb. As is our usual practice in election years, we have 
invited both candidates for the 17th Congressional District to speak to us. We have confirmation 
from Democratic candidate, Margaret Good, for our September 25th meeting. We plan to follow on 
October 30th with the Republican candidate, Vern Buchanan, or his designee. We are still 
awaiting confirmation from Rep. Buchanan’s office on his, or his designee’s attendance, and will 
keep you advised. 
 
On Tuesday, November 17th, our speaker will be Sarasota Mayor and Commissioner Liz Alpert, 
who will discuss current Sarasota issues. Please make a special note that our November date is 
not on our usual fourth Friday. 
 
And for our final 2020 meeting on Tuesday, December 8th, our speaker will be Herald Tribune 
Contributing Opinion editor, Carrie Seidman. If you have read Ms. Seidman’s columns, you 
already know how interesting her topics and discussions can be. Again, please note that out 
December date is not on our usual fourth Friday. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone in September and to resuming our programs by bringing you 
discussions with interesting and topical speakers. 

mailto:mlfried@syr.edu

