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April Speaker: Cheryl Mendelson, CEO of the Van Wezel Foundation 

TOPIC:  
"The Vision for the New Performing Arts Center” 

Mendelson is originally from the Boston area and received her BA from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst and also completed the Management Institute Program at the University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business. Cheryl Mendelson became the CEO of the Van Wezel/Sarasota Performing Arts Center 
Foundation in 2019, bringing over 2O years of experience as a nonprofit executive at renowned organizations 
in education, healthcare, arts and culture.  

She has been recognized as a thought leader in developing award -winning branding programs. She received 
three national marketing awards for the launch of the U.S. tour of the Paris Opera Ballet. Mendelson also 
pioneered new community engagement programs at the Theater. In addition, she secured the first National 
Endowment for the Arts grant to establish the Harris Theater Learning Lab, a capacity building program to 
support the 35 resident music and dance companies who perform at the Theater. Previously, Mendelson 
spent 13 years at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (now the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab), the #1 
rehabilitation hospital and research center in America. As Senior Vice President of Philanthropy, Marketing 
and Strategic Communications. Mendelson and her team won six national PR awards for the Transforming 
Medicine – Transforming Lives Campaign. Mendelson's career also includes executive positions in higher 
education, including Vice President of Institutional Advancement and Chief Marketing Officer for Erikson 
Institute. Erikson is the premier Graduate School in Early Child Development. It is also a national center in 
providing treatment and professional training in infant and child mental health. In addition, she served as 
Director of the Annual Fund for the University of Chicago, Booth School of Business. In 2016, Mendelson was 
named to the top ten list of Musical America's 30 Professionals of the Year. She was also featured as a 
"philanthropic powerhouse" in the inaugural publication of Chicago Woman Magazine and profiled in Sarasota 
Magazine's Top Women of Influence. In 2020 Mendelson was named to  
the Gulf Coast CEO Forum.  
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Because of the wealth of talent and interesting lives led by our very diverse membership, we continue our 
series of stories focusing on the lives of our members. It is our hope to eventually cover every member. 

“Amicus Personae” – Martin W. Spector 
Member of The Association of Retired Attorneys of Sarasota 

Martin Spector’s last business position was Executive Vice President, General Counsel, and Secretary 
for ARAMARK, a company that is one of the largest diversified services management companies in the 
world in the fields of food, leisure and support services and uniform management service. ARAMARK 
was then an employee-owned company with more than 150,000 employees worldwide. It became 
publicly held and now once again is privately held. 

Marty was born in Philadelphia in 1938 and attended Philadelphia’s Central High School. There he 
obtained a wonderful education, and graduated high in his class with honors, and obtained a Varsity 
lett er in track. 

He attended Pennsylvania State University, majored in Political Science, and graduated “with distinction”. 
He was vice president of the Greek fraternity, Zeta Beta Tau, and a member of the University men’s 
debate team. He was admitted to the honorary academic societies of Pi Gama Mu and Pi Sigma Alpha. 
Several years following graduation he was selected as the Outstanding Liberal Arts Alumni Award 
recipient. 

After graduating Penn State, Marty went to the University of Pennsylvania Law School. He again excelled 
academically. He graduated Magna Cum Laude (second in his class), was a member of the Law Review, 
elected to the Legal Honorary Society Order of the COIF, and won several other honors including the 
Mikell Keedy and the Lawyers Title awards. 

After law school he clerked for the Honorable Abraham L. Freedman, who was then a Federal District 
Judge. He joined a law firm as an associate and after a few years joined ARAMARK as a staff attorney. 
He moved steadily up in the ARAMARK Corporation until his retirement in 2002 

Marty became a member of  The Walnut Street Theatre Board in 1989. He and his wife, Cindy, co-chaired 
The Walnut Street Theatre Gala in 1992. His other past “extracurriculars” include serving on 
Philadelphia’s Committee of Seventy, serving as a Trustee of the Philadelphia Chapter of Chrohns & 
Colitis Foundation of America, and a member of the Board of Directors of public television station WHYY. 

He married his wife Cindy in 1963 and considers her a wonderful partner in everything that he has done 
in life since their marriage. They have two sons, and four “delicious grandchildren”. Marty and Cindy love 
to spend a great deal of time with their families and love traveling with them. 

Marty loves the theater, music, travel, golf, bridge, walking, and hiking. He especially loves reading and 
learning new things. 



 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

If you have items of interest to the members, please forward them to 
Michael Krasnow at mekraz@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

 

Amicus Curiae, April, 2021, Page 3 
 

Ideas for Future Programs? 
 

 The Program Committee is always receptive to ideas for future programs. If any member 
has a topic or a speaker to suggest, please contact Judith Starr at jrstarr@tampabay.rr.com. 
 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
  
The Board of Directors has canceled all in person meetings through the end of June, 
2021.  Membership meetings will be held via Zoom through the end of June, 2021. 
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